JDECLINE IN POLLINATORS
AND THE FOOD SYSTEM

Pa//l‘nat/n 9 insects
ensure:

75

% of the plant
divercity on
our plates

Coleoptera Diptera

of Hlowering
Ib /aht.f' Plante rich in nutrients, cuch ac fruits,
vegetables or nuts, need pollinators.
o I/V/?t/v.auf them, the main foode on our
70 = platec would be plantc pollinated by the
‘ §) wind, often rich in calories and poor in
nutrients: wheat, rice, potatoes, ete.

Sometimes, plants which need pollinators
are nevertheless able to celf-fertilice.
However, the harvests are then lower in
quantity and poorer in quality, ac for

That is the financial ectimate of their 1 i / i
contribution to Euka/bean agriculture. \ mr/}fahce mze, w ekf ¢ ¢ dkzreuce o d
Pollinators ensure the quantity AND quality | g%é"“&%g p00sts the yield by ”;k 4
of plant products. Pollination boosts the size | 30%. Whate ";0?8’ 0.‘//.8 r;.evem load
0 !C vege toblee and ales /‘m/broveg' their f/avoak, genekat/?ns 5’2 7[- ertilication can (ea.
their nutritional valve and even their conservation! Lo genetic problems.
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- What fe;;cedtage of insect species are threatened "3
Loer _A?c'(/it/r.gxfinctian in the European Union?

A total of 40%, and 5 to 10% have already
disappeared cince the 19th century. The
gpecies most affected are butterflies, bees amd
coleoptera. In Germany, a study has revealed :
& foll of 26% in the biomase o.; Hying ingectc
cince 1990, even in profected areas - in other
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Quite simply, pollinators guarantee our
food security. Despite awareness of the fact 5
that they are indispensable to our survival B
on Earth, few policies and initiatives are
being implemented to preserve them, and
their populations continue to decline
dangerously...
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